Entering GRADE 5 SUMMER READING

Fiction
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Flush by Carl Hiassen  

Noah’s dad is sure that the owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is flushing raw sewage into the harbor–which has made taking a dip at the local beach like swimming in a toilet. He can’t prove it though, and so he decides that sinking the boat will make an effective statement. Right. The boat is pumped out and back in business within days and Noah’s dad is stuck in the clink.
Now Noah is determined to succeed where his dad failed. He will prove that the Coral Queen is dumping illegally . . . somehow. 
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The Jacket by Andrew Clements

From the acclaimed author of Frindle comes a compelling exploration of race relations, told through the experiences of an elementary-school student. In The Jacket, a sixth-grader makes the wrong assumptions about another student simply because of his color, and as a result, he is forced to examine his own racist thoughts and how they play out in his life.
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Travel Team by Mike Lupica

Twelve-year-old Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court—but don't tell him that. Because no one plays with more heart or court sense. But none of that matters when he is cut from his local travel team, the very same team his father led to national prominence as a boy. Danny's father, still smarting from his own troubles, knows Danny isn't the only kid who was cut for the wrong reason, and together, this washed-up former player and a bunch of never-say-die kids prove that the heart simply cannot be measured.
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Felita by Nicolasa Mohr

Felita’s parents promise she will love their new neighborhood.  Only Abuelita, her grandmother, understands how much Felita will miss her old block, and her best friend Gigi.  But her new neighbors taunt and tease Felita and her family because they are from Puerto Rico.  This is the story of a Puerto Rican family’s struggle to give their children a brighter future in the face of racism and prejudice.

(may be difficult to purchase -copies available at school libraries   
                           and Revere Public Library.)
[image: image5.png]



Jackson Jones and the Puddle of Thorns by Mary Quattlebaum

A reluctant young boy swears this is the last year he will garden.  He called the rosebush a “Puddle of Thorns.”  He thought flowers are a bad investment, too long a wait until they’re grown to make money.  All Jackson could think of was dribbling, dunking, and scoring. Shooting hoops was his summer goal.  
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Frindle by Andrew Clements
Ten-year-old, Nick Allen has a reputation for devising clever, time-wasting schemes guaranteed to distract even the most conscientious teacher.  His diversions backfire in Mrs. Granger’s fifth-grade class; however, resulting in Nick being assigned an extra report on how new entries are added to the dictionary.  The research provides Nick with his best idea ever, and he decides to create his own new word.  You won’t believe what happens next.   
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The Fourth Grade Wizards by Barthe DeClements

Daydreaming.  That’s all Marianne does in class.  Ever since her mother died she’s lost interest in practically everything.  Even becoming a Fourth Grade Wizard doesn’t seem special anymore. She doesn’t think she’ll ever care about anything again.  Then things start getting brighter when she gets a puppy of her own to love.  Now she doesn’t have to daydream anymore.
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Dolphin Adventure: A True Story by Wayne Grover

One incredible day, eighty feet below the surface of the water, a family of dolphins seeks the author’s help to save their baby.  This is the unforgettable story of a young dolphin’s rescue by a concerned diver.

(may be difficult to purchase -copies available at school libraries   
 and Revere Public Library.)
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 El Chino by Allen Say

This is a true story about Billy Wong, a Chinese American, who became the first Chinese bullfighter. After seeing his first bullfight in Spain, he decides to train as a bullfighter. He must overcome the cultural barrier with hard work and determination to become a matador. If you like to read about people who overcome obstacles to succeed you should read this book.   (may be difficult to purchase-copies available at school libraries and Revere Public Library.)
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 Amos Fortune: Free Man by Elizabeth Yates

This book is a moving story of a life dedicated to freedom. "It does no good for a man to be free until he learns how to live." These are the words of Amos Fortune, born the son of an African tribal king. He was captured at age 15 by slave traders and brought to Massachusetts where he was sold at an auction.
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Laura Ingalls Wilder: A Biography by William Anderson 

Laura Ingalls Wilder has charmed generations of readers with her "Little House" books. Her popular books about the pioneering Ingalls family tell what life was like during those early days in American history. Read this biography to discover what happened in Laura's life after the last  "Little House" book ends. (may be difficult to purchase -copies available at school libraries and Revere Public Library.)
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 Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer Armstrong

In December 1914, Sir Ernest Shackelton and his English crew of twenty-seven set sail on the Endurance. They wanted to be the first expedition to cross the southern continent of Antarctica. But in January 1915, the ship became trapped in ice. This book chronicles the events until their amazing rescue in May 1916. 
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 Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

An orphaned 10 year old named Bud runs away from abusive foster homes and Hoovervilles, in 1930s Michigan. He encounters many interesting adventures as he searches for his supposed father, a man he has never laid eyes on. Bud, “not Buddy” gets into all sorts of trouble along the way, barely escaping a monster-infested woodshed and stealing a vampire’s car.
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The Journal of Joshua Loper: A Black Cowboy by Walter Dean Myers 


The teenage son of a former slave joins a cattle drive from Texas to Abilene, Kansas. Joshua is a competent, level-headed boy who works hard to prove himself on his first cattle drive. Despite the bigotry of the trail boss, Joshua holds his own through many difficulties and challenges of the job. (may be difficult to purchase -copies available at school libraries and Revere Public Library.)

[image: image15.jpg]



 Mieko and the Fifth Treasure by Eleanor Coerr



Injured during the bombing of Nagasaki, ten-year Mieko is sent to her grandfather's farm to recuperate. The blast had severely injured her hand and she feared she would lose it. Depressed and self-conscious about her disfigured hand, Meiko fears she will never paint again--her favorite most treasured pastime. If you like stories about hope and the power of the human spirit, you will love this book. 
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 Sea Otter Rescue - The Aftermath of an Oil Spill by Roland Smith

Soon after the supertanker Exxon Valdez runs aground in Alaska's Prince Edward Sound, eleven million gallons of oil leak from the ship and makes contact with sea otters. Read the exciting story of the race to save these animals. This nonfiction book tells the story of both the hazardous working conditions and the life of sea otters. Many devoted people from all over the United States left their jobs to help out. The photographs are wonderful. You will love this book!   
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 Come Back Salmon by Molly Cone

No Salmon had been seen in Pigeon Creek for years. Many people thought the water was hopelessly polluted. Students from Everett, Washington, set out to save the creek anyway. An incredible story of a school that changed the actions of an entire town. This inspiring book, with full-color photographs tells how the Jackson Elementary School worked a small but important ecological miracle. In the process they learn about the life cycle of these amazing fish.  

              (may be difficult to purchase -copies available at school libraries   
                 and Revere Public Library.)
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Volcano: The Eruption and Healing of Mount St. Helens by Patricia Lauber

In May 1980, Mount St. Helens in Washington erupted causing terrible destruction.  Read, in exciting detail about the events leading up to the event, the actual eruption and the eventual rebirth of the area.   
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 How the Stars Fell into the Sky: A Navajo Legend by Jerry Oughton

It is First Woman’s idea that “the laws” should be written for all to see.  Using stars from the blanket at her feet, she is slowly recording them by “placing her jewels across the dome of night.”  Coyote comes along and offers to help, but he lacks First Woman’s patience. Read to discover the outcome of this fascinating legend. 

(may be difficult to purchase-copies available at school libraries   
                     and Revere Public Library.)
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Between Earth and Sky: Legends of Native Americans Sacred Places by Joseph Bruchac 

In response to Little Turtle’s questions about places sacred to the Delaware Indians, Old   Bear explains that all people have sacred places. In this book, he shares ten legends from a variety of tribes. Each legend explains how a particular place came to be, and the importance to its tribal people. Discover the legend behind many important and 

  interesting places in the United States.       
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Her Seven Brothers by Paul Gobel  
When a young girl begins to make clothes beautifully decorated with porcupine quills for seven brothers she has not yet met, her parents believe that unseen powers have spoken to her. The girl knows she must travel to the North Country to find her brothers. This legend tells how the Big Dipper came to be.

[image: image22.jpg]


Buffalo Woman by Paul Gobel
This is the story of a young hunter who meets, falls in love, and marries a beautiful girl who was transformed from a buffalo. His people do not accept her. After they have a child, Cow Boy, she leaves to return to the Buffalo nation. The young hunter follows them, but runs into some unusual obstacles along the way. Will he be successful in his quest to regain his family?  Prepare yourself for a very surprising ending. (may be difficult to purchase-copies available at school libraries   
                        and Revere Public Library.)
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Esperanza Risings by Pam Munoz Ryan 

When Esperanza and Mama are forced to flee to the bountiful region of Aguascalientes, Mexico, to a Mexican farm labor camp in California, they must adjust to a life without fancy dresses adn servants they were accustomed to on Rancho de las Rosas. Now they must confront the challenges of hard work, acceptance by their own people, and economic difficulties brought on by the Great Depression. When Mama falls ill and a strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must relinquish her hold on the past learn to   embrace a future ripe with the riches of family and community.
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 A Long Way to Chicago by Richard Peck

Each summer over nine years of the Depression, Joey and his sister, Mary Alice - two city slickers from Chicago - make their annual visit to Grandma Dowdel's sleepy Illinois town. They soon discover that it isn't sleepy and Grandma is far from typical.  From seeing their first corpse (and it isn't resting easy) to helping Grandma trespass, pinch property, catch a sheriff in his underwear, and feed the hungry - all in one day - Joey and Mary Alice have nine summers they'll never forget.
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 Rascal by Sterling North
Who's the best friend you could ever have? It’s an irresistible bandit named Rascal. Skunks, woodchucks, a crow named Poe, an absent-minded father, and an 18-foot, half -finished canoe filling the living room -- welcome to the North home! Rascal is only a baby when Sterling brings him home to join the menagerie. But soon the mischievous raccoon is ready to join Sterling in swimming, fishing, and camping excursions. They're partners and best friends for a perfect year of adventure - until the spring day when suddenly everything changes.   
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Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo  
Because of Winn-Dixie, a big, ugly, happy dog, ten-year-old Opal learns 10 things about her long - gone mother from her preacher father. She makes some unusual new friends from her new home- town. She begins to find her place in the world and to let go of some of the sadness left by her mother's abandonment seven years earlier.
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 Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gatos

Joey finally feels a sense of self-control over his hyperactivity now that he receives daily medication patches. Visiting his divorced father for the summer seems like a good idea until his father, a mirror image of the pre-medication Joey, flushes all of the boy's patches down the toilet. This funny story tells about what Joey discovers about himself and family love.

