Grade 4 Social Studies

Study Guide

Final Date:  Thursday, June 12

Unit 1 – The Land of New York

Geography - the study of Earth and the way people use it.

Hemisphere – half of the globe [Earth], divided either along the prime meridian or the equator.

Continent – any one of the seven largest land areas on Earth.

Climate – pattern of weather in a region over a long period of time.

Precipitation – water that falls to the Earth in the form of rain, ice, snow, sleet, or hail.

Unit 2 – New York Long Ago

Earliest Americans were hunter-gatherers.

Iroquois League – different Iroquois groups agreed to live by one set of laws.

Samuel de Champlain and Henry Hudson – explored areas of what is now New York and have bodies of water named for them.

Native Americans believed that land was for everyone’s use and that no one person could own it.

New York merchants made money by selling goods to people in other colonies and countries.


Unit 3 – New York and the New Nation

Important battles took place in New York during the French and Indian War.

Patriots – Colonists who supported freedom from Britain during the American Revolution.

Loyalists – Colonists who supported Britain during the American Revolution.

Declaration of Independence – document approved on July 4, 1776, officially declaring that the American colonies were breaking away from Great Britain to form a new nation.

Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence.

Both the British and Americans wanted to control New York because it was near the middle of the 13 colonies, and it had many waterways.

The Constitution of New York and the United States was written:

· to plan a government

· to protect individual rights

· to plan for the needs of voters

Bill of Rights – first 10 amendments to the US Constitution listing the rights that belong to all Americans and cannot be taken away by the government.  Some of these rights are:

· people accused of crimes have a right to a trial by jury

· citizens cannot be unfairly searched

· people have freedom of religion

Unit 4 – Growing State, Divided Country
Robert Fulton’s steamboat changed travel in the United States because the steamboat became a popular way to carry goods from farms to cities.

Railroads ended the Canal Age because:

· railroads were faster than canal boats

· railroads could be used year round

· trains could carry much larger loads than canal boats could

The Industrial Revolution was a period when people began to manufacture goods in factories using machines rather than at home by hand.

The Seneca Falls Convention was organized because women could not vote or be elected to government.

Abolitionists – people who wanted to end slavery.

Underground Railroad – a network of secret routes that helped slaves escape to the North.

Unit 5 – Changing Life in New York

Labor unions tried to improve life for workers in New York by joining together to get higher pay, shorter working hours, and safer working conditions.

Many immigrants settled in New York in the late 1800s and early 1900s because there were more jobs there than other states.

The tenements in which many immigrants lived were crowded, poorly built apartment buildings.

New York’s capital building is located in Albany.

Unit 6 – New York Today

It is important for citizens to vote because democracy is run by the people.

The basic job of government is to protect people’s rights and promote the common good.

In a republic, citizens elect representatives to make laws and run the government.

The three branches of government create a balance so that no one branch or leader can get too much power.

The three branches of government are:

· Legislative

· Executive

· Judicial

