Grade 5 Social Studies

Study Guide

Final Date:  Thursday, June 12

Unit 1 – Early Life, East and West

One theory about how early people migrated from Asia to the Americas is they walked across a land bridge.

One theory about why early people migrated from Asia to the Americas is hunters followed animals.

The effect of agriculture on the way of life of the early people is they settled in one place.

The purpose of the Iroquois League was to unite the tribes.

Effects of trade:

· People learned about other cultures.

· People shared goods and ideas with others on different continents.

· People became interested in others and their customs.

The Renaissance was known as a rebirth because it marked a new interest in arts and sciences.

Unit 2 – Connections Across Continents

The exchange of ways of life and people and animals between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres was called the Columbian Exchange.

Columbus’s voyages impacted the Americas because he showed Europeans the way to the Americas.

Results of the Spaniards conquering the Indians:

· The Indians were converted to Christianity

· The Indians were enslaved

· The Indians died of overwork

The Spanish colonies made Spain rich and powerful.

The English wanted colonies in North America because they wanted to find gold and other resources.

The New England colonies had thick woods and waters rich in fish and whales.

Many of the Middle and Southern Colonies got started when King Charles II gave away large plots of land.


Unit 3 – Colonial Life in North America

Jobs available to colonists:

· merchant

· planter

· farmer

Tobacco was a cash crop grown on Southern plantations.

The most important building in a colonial town was the meeting house.

Unit 4 – The American Revolution
The issue over British taxes helped unite the colonies.

The Sons of Liberty were a group of colonists that successfully discouraged the stamp agents from enforcing the Stamp Act.

The Committees of Correspondence were dedicated to spreading news quickly among the colonies.

The Intolerable Acts were instituted by the British to punish the colonists for the Boston Tea Party.

Patriots – Colonists who supported freedom from Britain during the American Revolution.

Loyalists – Colonists who supported Britain during the American Revolution.

The main argument in the Declaration of Independence is that people are born with rights that cannot be taken away.

The Battle of Yorktown was the last major battle of the American Revolution.

Unit 5 – Life in a New Nation

The goal of the Articles of Confederation was to have a central government that kept the states strong.

Delegates met at the Constitutional Convention to revise the Articles of Confederation.

The Bill of Rights is the ten freedoms added to the Constitution.

Major Goals of the Constitution:

· establish justice

· defend the nation

· protect the people’s well-being and liberty

Unit 6 – A Growing Nation

The Monroe Doctrine – The US will protect its interests in the Western Hemisphere.

The Trail of Tears – Native Americans in the Southeast forced to move west.

During the Industrial Revolution more goods were made by machine.

Dangers along the Oregon Trail included:

· Wagons were swept away in fast-running river currents.

· People died from sickness and accidents.

· Wagon trains were attacked.

Unit 7 – War Divides the Nation

The purpose of the Underground Railroad was to help slaves escape to freedom.

Southern states seceded from the Union because they wanted to keep slavery.  

The Emancipation Proclamation - a statement giving freedom to slaves in all Confederate states still at war with the Union.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address made clear that a united nation and the end of slavery were worth fighting for.

Unit 8 – Expansion and Change

Effects of the transcontinental railroad:
· People in the West could stay in touch with relatives in the East

· Most people visited different parts of the country

· People in the East could get fresh beef from Texas

Changes in the Great Plains because of US expansion:

· Farmers fenced in their land

· Native Americans were forced to change their lifestyles

· The buffalo began to disappear

Industry changed the Americans way of life:

· Most people moved from farms to the cities

· More women found work outside of the home

· There were millions of new jobs

Unit 9 – The United States and the World

The main reason for building the Panama Canal was to make the trip between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans quicker.
The United States helped the Allied Powers win World War I.
Women got the right to vote in 1920, with the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment.
Many African Americans moved to the North for better jobs during the Great Migration.
Life during the Great Depression:
· Many farmers lost their farms.

· Many people were homeless

· Many people were unemployed


The United States prepared to fight in World War II by producing planes, tanks, and uniforms.

The atomic bomb, which destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki, stopped the fighting in Asia and ended World War II.

Cold War – struggle between the United States and the Soviet Union.

In 1954, Thurgood Marshall convinced the Supreme Court to rule that segregation in public schools was illegal.
As a result of the Soviet Union splitting into independent republics, the Cold War ended.

The Internet was invented to allow communication after a nuclear attack.
